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Dear Mr Swinney and Mr McCabe 

 
I am writing to you in your capacities as Co-Chairs of the Education Recovery Group. 
The Committee looks forward to your respective evidence sessions on 12th and 19th 
June. The Committee agreed, following its first evidence session looking at the re-
opening of schools and early learning and childcare settings, to write to the ERG to 
highlight some key issues arising from this session for your consideration and 
response. It may be that a number of these issues feature in your oral evidence 
sessions but the Committee would also appreciate a response from the ERG as a 
collective. 

 
The Committee wishes to say at the outset that it appreciates the need for social 
distancing to be observed and the marked challenges this presents in schools and 
ELC settings. We do not underestimate the challenge faced by teachers and other 
school staff over the Summer and beyond to move to this approach. The return to 
school in its new form also presents substantial challenges for parents and carers, and 
children and young people themselves. The Committee seeks initial information to 
inform its scrutiny as follows: 

 
• Scientific advice - What specific scientific advice was the blended model 

based upon? In addition, the Committee understands the 2 day a week in 
school assumption for many schools is based on the requirement to keep 
2m apart. What planning is being undertaken by the ERG in anticipation 
that the social distancing requirement could be reduced from 2m. This 
would have a notable impact on the number of pupils able to attend 
schools and therefore increase the number of days a weeks pupils could 
attend. 
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• Approaches taken elsewhere - What international examples did the 
ERG look at and is the Scottish model based on a model from another 
country that has already opened schools? 

 
• Online curriculum and IT support - What is the timescale for the 

completion of the work being undertaken by Education Scotland to 
provide an online curriculum? Are particular years being prioritised and 
will teachers receive training on using the new materials? Will there be a 
central IT support function at a national level to provide support to 
underpin this new system? 

 
• Equipment for disadvantaged children and young people - Is any 

assessment being made on what support children and young people need 
at home for effective learning? For example, will the ERG assess the 
extent of digital exclusion to help inform work to allocate new IT 
equipment to children and young people? Will any work be undertaken to 
assess the need for other equipment for disadvantaged children and 
young people, for example appropriate desks? 

 
• Pressure on parents and carers - Is any assessment being undertaken 

as to how many families will be in a position where parents or carers need 
to adjust their working patterns, work on the same days as home learning 
takes place, or even find alternative employment? 

 
• Targeted support - Will the work to recruit retired teachers back into 

schools have any particular focus, for example providing tailored support 
for children with additional support needs? 

 
• Subject choices - Will Education Scotland be monitoring the impact of 

the blended approach on particular subjects? Certain subjects will not 
lend themselves as easily to this approach and the Committee would be 
concerned if particular subjects became untenable as a result. 

 
I would appreciate a response from the Education Recovery Group as soon as is 
practicable  

 
Yours sincerely 
 
CLARE ADAMSON MSP 
CONVENER 


